went on a successful tour in Europe and returned November 1983 designating the third Monday of

to the U.S. to perform, co -write songs, play on January an annual legal public holiday observing

ot her musiciansd songs, a hdbirth of&idgultwas fiest cblebrated. in Jaheary

also continued to release hit after hit. His next 1986.) Wonder continues his songwriting,

successful album was a double one called Songs recording, performing, and advocacy. His legacy

in the Key of Life, and it was released in includes having more than 30 top 10 hits both on

September 1976. In 1980, Wonder released the the pop and rhythm and blues charts in the U.S., Pl

very successful album, Hotter Than July. One of winning 25 Grammys® , one Academy Award® for

the singles from that album was Happy Birthday. Best Original Song (in 1985 for | Just Called to Say

This song was used in his campaign to make Dr. | Love You), and receiving numerous awards in the .

Martin Luther King, Jr . 0s Ulsiandtother eountriesv er sar y a ngh|and OakS

national holiday in the U.S. (Legislation passed in
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F K U | M A G | N E C | M USiC NOteS become a hit was Fingertips. In 1963, it became
_ T t he No. 1 song on Billboard
B L A C K C€C O L C I | M A Biography of Stevie Wonder hit was Uptight (Everything
% E S T E R D A Y C C N OMusic, at its essence, i Srele@\/sgdair‘{ 19695.i|t\r/egcged ”Os'l O'PnthrﬁW‘PrP es.
And the longer a song has existed in our lives, the and blues chartand No. 3 9” _the pop chart.
, : .. Wonder attended the Michigan School for the
mor e memories weSteheaMormderof it .0 _ _ _
N X T N U S | E N C E Stevland Hardaway Judkins was born on May Blind and studied, among other subjects, classical
, , , iano. He also continued to record during this
13, 1950 in Saginaw, MI . Stevland was born six Plano _
U Q A W O N D E R F U L weeks premature. He was put in an oxygen  -rich time. In 1968, Wonder graduated with honors
. . : from the school then returned to his musical
o Vv | B R A T : 0 N S Q incubator to help his lungs mature. This resulted _ T
in retinopathy of prematurity when the blood career full time. He had more hits in the late
vessels in the retinas were not fully developed and 19605_ and ea_rly 1970s, among them were_For
M N R N J R S C S F W | the extra oxygen caused his retinas to detach Once in My Life , My Ch§r|e Amour, and S'?ned’
which led to blindness. He was the third of six Seal_ed, De_l lvered 1 6m Yours
Q Y W R D | X o Y L W B children. As a young child, Stevland sang in the extend his c.ontract with Motown for almo§t a
: year, choosing to record two albums on his own.
church choir and on street corners and started _ _ _
| V A F N Q C F R A E A playing the harmonica, piano, and drums. He was He re-signed with M.otown Records but with
. : almost total control of his records and a much
discovered when he was 11 years old by Ronnie _
N J Y G Vv Vv J E S P D C White of the Miracles, a Motown group. White set hlghe.r roya.lty rat.e than before.‘. He also s'farted.
up an audition for the founder of Motown, Berry e_xperlm_entln_g with mcorporaﬂ_ng synthesugrs in
G F N Q Y C X O E B U P Gordy, Jr., and Gordy was hugely impressed with his music which became the S|gn§1ture of his .
Stevlandds harmonica pl ay iscr)]uad'. n lP?]ZeWOngrJOHrSd Wr'ﬁhuTQel Ré)”lm% n
B K M G (@) Q M G M D J J was signed to a contract in 1961, and producer Stones. In 19 7_ 3 i he a p- peare
and songwriter Clarence Paul worked with him show, Sesame Street, for the first time. He and his

band performed the hit song, Superstition. His
album, Innervisions, was released that year and
later won an album of the year Grammy®. In

and gave him the name, Little Stevie Wonder. Two
albums were recorded (and later released in the

fall of 1962), Tribute to Uncle Ray (mostly cover oY _
August 1973, a car Wonder was riding in while on

songs of Ray Charles) and The Jazz Soul of Little _ _ _
Stevie. Wondero6s debut si ntoglfrlmeN,orth ICarclenathw the lb%Ck OE’artrgC%('tH?/

Music, But the Old People Call It the Blues, was was seriously injured and was in a coma for days.

released the summer of 1962. His first single to In early 1974, he (Continued on Back)



